
God has a plan for every one; sometimes you just have to be patient. When she was a student at Saint
Rose School Eileen McGurran envisioned her dream job: teaching at the school she was attending.
She prepared by graduating from college with a degree in elementary education and then heading
right to her parish school. 

“I discovered that the principal at the time did not hire first-year teachers,” she recalls. “I laugh now
because it only took me two decades to get here. But to ‘said principal’s’ credit, I learned so much
along the way. God’s plan is better than mine anyway.”

Eileen’s family has been members of the parish since 1958. She and her husband Mike joined in
1986, the year they were married. 

“Throughout our lives, Saint Rose has been home,” says Eileen. “This is where we have always gone
to join our community in worship. It is where our sons were baptized, where one was married and
where my mom was buried. We have a history and faith support here. Both our boys were altar
servers. Our oldest son was an usher and a catechist for Confirmation.

“Our circle just keeps getting bigger,” continues Eileen. “The families that we have come to know
and the friendships that we have developed have been life-long. We have really met some wonderful
people who have inspired us in our faith. Belonging to Saint Rose is about having a church family to
worship and pray with. We are not to do this thing called life alone.” 

Teaching at Saint Rose School for 16 years has helped Eileen continue building her relationship
with God. “Every year I walk with my second graders as they prepare to receive the sacraments,” she
says. “We pray together. We worship together. We have some amazing conversations. The kids ask
some great questions. I don’t always know the answer, but that’s okay because it shows we all are
learning and growing in our love of the Lord. That’s what we are all here for.”

For Eileen teaching in a Catholic setting is unique and special. “I don’t take this gift for granted,”
she says. “It is very fulfilling to walk on my faith journey with young people. I love that I can share
that spiritual piece with my students and they can share so much with me. I believe in our mission
and I love the partnership that exists between family and school. We are all on the same page: we
want these children to know and love God, to love their neighbor, to be life-long learners.”
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Mike and Eileen have been proud to be members of the parish for 35 years and this is what they
would tell someone about Saint Rose: “We have a great pastor. Fr. Paveglio takes the time to get to
know people and is very welcoming. He gives relevant and thought-provoking sermons. The people
of Saint Rose are equally welcoming and generous. You can get involved on any level that you feel
comfortable with. There are many different ways to make a difference, big or small. You will want
to call Saint Rose home just like us.”

Other things to know about Eileen and Mike:
• Eileen graduated from Hill-Murray High School and the College of
St. Catherine with a B.A. in elementary education. After college she
worked in customer service and training in both retail and corporate
settings. Eileen spent several years at home raising children and
returned to the classroom in 2004. A year later she began teaching
second grade at Saint Rose School.
• Mike grew up on the East Side of St. Paul as a member of Blessed
Sacrament parish. After attending the parish school he went to Hill-
Murray High School and graduated from the College of St. Thomas
with a B.S. degree in accounting. Mike has spent his professional
career in finance.
• The couple met in high school and were married in 1986. Their
hobbies include camping, hiking, traveling and spending time with
their family. Both of their sons graduated from Saint Rose School.
Eileen and Mike have two granddaughters.
• At Saint Rose Mike served on the finance committee. Eileen is a
Eucharistic Minister at school Masses and a Synod ambassador. Both
McGurrans have helped organize the Corpus Christi-Saint Rose fish
fry’s during Lent, and the summer BBQ’s.


